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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINOTON IS, D.C. 



October 26, 1 962 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL 

SUBJECT: Sovlct/GDR Inspection of Allied Traffic Into Berlin 



Transmitted herewith Is a paper on the above subject 
which was agreed to by the Gerlln-NATO Subcommittee at Its 
meeting of October 25. 



Paul H. Nltze 

Chal rman, 

Ber-NATO Subcommi tte 
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NSC/ExCom/Sub-Com BER-NATO #1 
2*+ October 1962 



SOVIET/GDR INSPECTION OF ALLIED TRAFFIC 
INTO BERLIN 



1. PROBLEM: 

Suppose the Soviets demanded they be allowed to examine all Allied 
cargo .entering Berlin, as a quarantine against offensive weapons there. 
Suppose further that they suggested this might be the extent of their 
reply to our quarantine of Cuba. What should the US position be? 

2. BACKGROUND: 

a. Allied air traffic entering Berlin has never been subjected to 
any form of Soviet examination. 

b. Cargo being moved by autobahn or rail aboard properly documented 
Allied vehicles has never been subjected to Soviet examination. 

c The Soviets have repeatedly tried over the years to extend their 
control over Allied traffic to Berlin, but Allied insistence on the two 
points above has been adamant. . * 

d. The Allies have brought neither nuclear weapons nor missiles 
(bazookas and recoil less rifles are not regarded as missiles, nor are 
' they remotely comparable to MRBHs) into Berlin. 

3. DISCUSSION : 

To concede to the Soviets a right on which we have continuously 
' and strenuously Insisted during nearly two decades would constitute 
a marked softening of the Allied position concerning Berlin. Implicit 
In the right to exBmlre cargo, the Soviets would argue, Is the right 
to determine what sort of cargo may enter. Soviet efforts to assert 
such rights would Infringe upon vital Allied Interests regarding the 
presence and security of Allied forces In Berlin. 

The Berlin population would be seriously upset if the Allies were 
to allow examination of land cargoes, but they would be deprived of 
the foundation of their sense of freedom If the Sov ets were perm I ted 
to examine Allied air traffic. It Is the West Berliner's ability to 
fly In and out of West Berlin completely free of any Soviet or GDR 
Inspection that sustains h!m psychologically. 
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